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GOPC is an outcome-oriented statewide 

non-profit with a mission to improve the 

communities of Ohio through smart 

growth strategies and research. Our vision 

is revitalized Ohio.

● Original Research

● Strategic assistance to local communities

● Nonpartisan advocacy to state policymakers
GREATER OHIO POLICY CENTER

NOT FOR DISTRIBUTION



LONGTIME OWNER 
OCCUPANTS PROGRAM (LOOP)
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• Established in 2014 as a response to the Actual Value Initiative (AVI), a 
citywide shift in value assessment methods for all real property
• PA is one of nine states that doesn’t impose reassessment timetables or 

standard assessment methods on local governments

• The program impacts property owners who see a significant increase in their 
property value year-over-year and make up to 150% AMI

2018 Household Income limits

LOOP - Philadelphia, PA
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• To be eligible for LOOP, an applicant must:

• Be a homeowner who experienced a 50% or greater increase in their 
primary residence’s assessment (this threshold previously started at 
300%)

• Have lived in their homes for at least 10 years

• Be current on property taxes (or in some payment agreement with the 
city)

• Meet income requirements based on family size

• Total LOOP savings available for 2020 is $30 million

LOOP - Philadelphia, PA



PROPERTY TAX CIRCUIT 
BREAKER PROGRAMS
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• Targeted programs to reduce property tax burden
• The term circuit breaker is used to describe programs that provide benefits 

directly to taxpayers, with benefits increasing as claimants’ incomes decline

• Programs look at the ratio of property taxes paid as a percentage of household 
income, protecting taxpayers from property tax “overload”

• Several states currently operate circuit breakers, many are longstanding 
programs
• Nearly two-thirds of the states and D.C. have established state-funded circuit 

breaker programs, but design and effectiveness vary from state-to-state

Circuit Breakers



WHY CIRCUIT BREAKERS?
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• Neighborhoods in several communities around the state are experiencing rapid 
increases in property value, and this increased tax liability for homeowners. 

• Whatever the market condition, rates of homeowner and renter cost-burden 
are increasing, creating a crisis of affordability for some communities. 

• In Ohio, there are no targeted relief programs for homeowners at the state 
level, and no relief programs at all for renters

• A Property Tax Circuit Breaker can be a tool to relieve some cost-burden in LMI 
owner and renter populations

Tool in the Toolbox
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